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Habitats and Wildlife in 
the Town of North Greenbush

Photo: Bil Schaefer
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Working to achieve key benefits:

• clean water

• community resilience

• vital estuary ecosystem

• fish, wildlife, and habitat 

• natural scenery

• education, access, 

recreation, and inspiration

Hudson River Estuary Program
North 

Greenbush
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• natural resource inventories

• open space plans

• watershed plans

• streamside tree plantings

• dam removal

• culvert replacement

• Hudson River access projects

• sustainable shoreline strategies

• climate adaptation planning

Municipal training, technical assistance & grants:
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Photo by Laura Heady

What’s at stake?

natural areas
community 

benefits

water quality and quantity 

flood control

temperature moderation

carbon storage

clean air

human health

recreation and education

scenery

fisheries and forest products

pollinators
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Photo by Laura Heady

Recommended Planning Approach:
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Existing data about important natural 

areas and wildlife with interpretation:

What’s in the Habitat Summary?

• Land Cover and Land Use

• Important Biodiversity Areas

• Watersheds, Streams, Flood Zones

• Wetlands and Large Forests

• Grasslands and Shrublands



North Greenbush:

18.9 mi2

36% developed

42% forest

18% agricultural/ 

open land



Priority Natural Areas:

Hudson River coastal 

zone and ravines

Wynants Kill corridor

Northeast streams and 

wetlands
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All other images/photos: NYSDEC
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Photo by Emilie Hauser

freshwater tidal marsh

Photo by Carly VoightPhoto by Wayne van Devender

Map turtle

freshwater tidal swamp



Many headwater 

streams are not 

mapped, but are 

essential to the 

health of waters 
downstream.

Stream buffers:

Filter nutrients and 

sediment

Reduce erosion

Shade and shelter 

for fish

Cool water temps

Wildlife corridors
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Photo: Town of Bethlehem
NYSDEC

Photo: Odonata Central

Wood turtle

Photo: Ingrid Haeckel

Brook trout

Photo : Sand Lake
Photo : Walking Man 24 7 blog

Cobra clubtail

Photo: Diana Terry Hibbits



Many headwater 

streams are not 

mapped, but are 

essential to the 

health of waters 
downstream.

In forest patches 

less than 5 acres, 

risk of human 

exposure to Lyme 

disease was 

almost 5 times 

greater than in 

larger forested 

areas.         
(Allan et al., 2003)

Scarlet tanager

Photo: Ed Lam
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Many hyperlinks throughout text and tables

Rare species table and guidance
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• Maintain large intact natural areas

• Preserve broad natural corridors

• Maintain or restore broad buffer             

zones of natural vegetation around 

sensitive resources

• Minimize impervious surfaces

• Encourage new development near 

existing centers or in least sensitive 

areas.

Photo: Laura Heady

Dutchess County Greenway Guide

Conservation Principles
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NRI Uses:

 educate landowners and 

developers

 reference for land use 

planning and decision-

making

 foundation for 

comprehensive plan and 

zoning updates

Next Step: Natural Resources Inventory (NRI)
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Publications

Where can I get more information?

Sign up for RiverNet Newsletter

Hudson Valley Natural 

Resource Mapper
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Ingrid Haeckel
Conservation & Land Use Specialist

Hudson River Estuary Program

(845) 256-3829

ingrid.haeckel@dec.ny.gov

Thank you! Questions?

mailto:ingrid.haeckel@dec.ny.gov

