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Hudson River Estuary Program
North

Greenbush

Working to achieve key benefits:

* clean water

« community resilience

* vital estuary ecosystem
» fish, wildlife, and habitat
* natural scenery
 education, access,
recreation, and inspiration




Municipal training, technical assistance & grants: °

 natural resource inventories

* open space plans

« watershed plans

« streamside tree plantings

« dam removal

 culvert replacement

* Hudson River access projects

« sustainable shoreline strategies
 climate adaptation planning




What’s at stake?
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Recommended Planning Approach:

identify what plan, protect,

prioritize

you have manage

Photo by Laura Hea



What'’s in the Habitat Summary?

Existing data about important natura

areas and wildlife with interpretation

Land Cover and Land Use
Important Biodiversity Areas
Watersheds, Streams, Flood Zones
Wetlands and Large Forests
Grasslands and Shrublands

NATURAL AREAS AND Tt
WILDLIFE IN YOUR )
COMMUNITY

A Habitat Summary Prepared for the Town of North Greenbush

Thiz summary was compieted in May 2021, providng Information for land-use pisaning and decizion-making 3z reg:
by the Town of North Greenbuzh. It identifies signifcant ecosystems in the town, Including coazty habitats, sreams,
forests, wetiands, and other naturyl areas with important bicogical values. This summary is bazed only on existng
Informaion avaksbie 1o the New York State Department of Envionmensyl Conservation (DEC) and its pariners, and,
thersfore should not be considersd 3 complete inventory. Additiona! information about habitats In our region can be found
In the Wildife and Habitat Conservation Framework developed by the Hudzon River Estuary Frogram (Fennoliow et 3
2006) and In the Siodiversty Assessment Manual r the Hudzon River Estuary Comider developed by Hudzonia and
publshed by DEC (Kivist and Stevens 2001)

Ecozystems of the estuary watersned—wetands, %orests, 3ream comidors, grassiands, ang shriiandz—are not coly
habitat for abundant and wigife, but 3is0 suPPOr e £52uary and provide many vital benefts 1o human communites.
These ecosystems hel 10 keep drinking water and air clean, moderate temperature, Siter poliutants, and abzord
floodwaters. They 830 provide opportunity for CuAdoor recreation and education, and create the scenery and zenze of
piace that Iz unigue to the Hudzon Valey. Local Dnd-use planning efforts are instrumental n BaRrcing future
Geveiopment win protection of these rezources. By conserving sufficient Rabeat 1o sUppOrt the regicn's azonizhing
Giversity of plants and arimais, CoMMURities Can ensure that he: 'ny resliant ecozystems—and the benefts they
provide—are avalisbie o future 3. For mare cal see Conserving
Natural Areas and WiaWe it Your Communtty: Smart Growth .waeqles for Protecting the Blolgical Dxversty of New
York's Hudson River Valiey (Strong 2008).

= document waz crested by the New York State Department of Environments;

Ectuary Program Conzervaton's Huazan Rver Sxtiary Srogram ond Comell Universty's Dcpurtment
me of Natural Resources. The Ezsuary Program (] langzi4s20
ey benstts: Srctects mnt Nmroves e Gatliral and SCEOK. HAE Ties IRt It 88 13
residents_ The program was created in 1387 and extend fom the Troy dam %

*  Cisan sater upper New York Harbor.

Resilert communies

* Vol estury scozystem The Estuary Srogram Iz 4nded by the NY2 Environmental Protection Fund. The

*  Fizh, wackie 3 hodiats Conzervasin and Land Use Program was created in partnersiip wi Comel

« Notury zcenesy Universzy to heip Hudson Valley communities ieam what piants, animas, and

«  Sducation, sess. habitats are found iocaily; understand Se vaiue of these rescurces; and increaze

recreation, ane inzpration ther capacky to identfy, priorize, and conserve impontant natural areas Brough
nformed decision-making. Additconal information about Hudson ey haD RS can
©e found on DEC's webpagez, starting with wwa.dec ny goviiandsS054 htmi.

Misbissa o
Conservation and Land Use Specialist Faiuary Progan
New York 3tate Department of
Environmental Concervation

21 South Putt Comers Rd, New Patz, NY 12551
Ingrid.k. M 4

A Program of the New York State viro www.deo_ny gov
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Data Sources:

MRLC: 2018 Natwonal Land Cover Databasa (2019}, OEC: streams (2017
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NYSITS: rairoads and murcipal boundanies (2018, ESRI: roads (2018)
| Map created 2021

North Greenbush:

18.9 mi?
36% developed
42% forest

18% agricultural/
open land



Priority Natural Areas:

Hudson River coastal
zone and ravines

Wynants Kill corridor

Northeast streams and
wetlands




Hudson River

Coastal Habitat
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Sheortnose Sturgeon- Acipenser brevirostrum
rarely exceeds 3.5 feet

All other images/photos: NYSDEC
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Stream buffers:

Filter nutrients and
sediment

Reduce erosion

Shade and shelter
for fish

Cool water temps

Wildlife corridors
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In forest patches
less than 5 acres,
risk of human
exposure to Lyme
disease was
almost 5 times
greater than in
larger forested

areas.
(Allan et al., 2003)



Many hyperlinks throughout

Rare species table and guidance

text and tables

Common Name

Scientific Name

Acadian Empidonax fori
Flycatcher virescens
American Spinus tristis young
Goldfinch shru
American Kestrel | Falco sparverius gﬁ!
American Sefophaga ruticilla |~  for
Redstart
American Scolopax muror young
Woodcock shru
Bald Eagle | Hafaeetus lake, s
leucocephalus for
Baltimore Oriole | Icterus galbula fori

Megaceryle alcyon

Belted Kingfisher

&

X e
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Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus (|

lake, stream

#

Class

Aves (Birds)

Family

Accipiridas (Hawks and Eagles)

State Protection
Threatened ©

Faderal Protection
Migratory Bird Treaty Act ©

State Conservation Status
Rank

S2S38 52N 0

Global Conservation Status
Rank

G50
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Conservation Principles

Maintain large intact natural areas
Preserve broad natural corridors

Maintain or restore broad buffer
zones of natural vegetation around
sensitive resources

Minimize impervious surfaces

Encourage new development near
existing centers or in least sensitive
areas.

Fields, Stream Corridor, and
Mature Woodlands Protected
from Development

RS ”-W.""&’{'g‘% *
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Next Step: Natural Resources Inventory (NRI)

NRI| Uses:

er=e > cducate landowners and
developers

o > reference for land use
planning and decision-
e making

= 1> foundation for
comprehensive plan and
zoning updates




Where can | get more information?

Hudson Valley Natural  Publications
Resource Mapper

Conservineg Natural Areas and Creating a Natural Resources Inventory

NS S y A Gasde bz Canammantan 11 the Ihustmos Miver Eabinry Wew
Wildlife in Your Community: e o
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Sign up for RiverNet Newsletter



Thank you! Questions?

Ingrid Haeckel
Conservation & Land Use Specialist

Hudson River Estuary Program
(845) 256-3829

Ingrid.haeckel@dec.ny.qgov

Cornell University
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